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ABSTRAK


Keragaman variasi dari sebuah bahasa yang ditunjukkan dengan keberadaan beberapa dialek bahasa tersebut sering kita temui dalam bahasa yang kita gunakan sehari-hari. Dalam hal ini, secara khusus dibahas beberapa variasi atau dialek bahasa Jawa yang digunakan oleh pengujar bahasa Jawa dari beberapa daerah yang menggunakan variasi bahasa Jawa sebagai bahasa sehari-hari. Perbedaan dalam pengucapan dan pengungkapan sebuah kata atau arti tertentu diantara beberapa dialek tersebut tidak hanya menunjukkan hubungan antara dialek dengan daerah pengujar suatu dialek, tetapi lebih dari itu akan membangkitkan perasaan pengujar dialek itu sebagai bagian dari daerah asal dialek itu dimana sebagian besar masyarakat menggunakannya.

JAVANESE LANGUAGE

The question “What is language?” may create a lot of possibilities of answers like Singer (1990: 24) says that language is a complex symbolic system that permits communications among members of human societies, or as what Bolton has explained widely that language:

…is the attribute that most clearly distinguishes our species from all others, it is what makes possible much of what we do, and perhaps even what we think. Without language we could not specify our wishes, our needs, the practical instructions that make possible cooperative endeavor. Without language we would have to grunt, and gesture, and touch rather than tell. Moreover, without language we would live in isolation from our ancestors and our descendants, condemned to learn only from our own experiences .… (Clark, 1985: 3).

From those quotations, we can consider not only about the definition of language, but also we can think about “Why do we use language?” which seems hardly to answer. But, with our familiarity of a language, we can answer that it is used to communicate our ideas. With the language that you speak other people would have the opportunity to know “Who you are? How old are you? Where are you from? What do you do? and What are you doing?….(Crystal, 1994: 17).In other words, language can show physical identity, psychological identity, geographical identity, ethnic and national identity, social identity, and contextual identity.

In this writing paper the language to be discussed further is specified into Javanese language. Javanese has the largest number of mother-tongue speakers in Indonesia (over 60 million people). It is spoken throughout the island of Java and continues to flourish though may be eclipsed by the influence of the standard language or Indonesia language. Javanese originally is spoken around Central Java and Eastern Java regions. It means that this language is spoken in a large area. Therefore, in this paper would like to limit the area of discussion into the Javanese spoken in Central Java only.

LANGUAGE VARIETIES AND JAVANESE DIALECTS


It is true according to Akmajian (1984: 286) that, no human language is fixed, uniform, or unvarying, because all languages show their internal variations. The actual usage of a language varies from one group to another group, from one speaker to another speaker, in terms of the pronunciation of a language, the choice of words and the meaning of those words, and even the use of syntactic constructions.

Therefore, it can be understood that Javanese is not a fixed language, and it is varied from one society to another that shows some kinds of identities as mentioned before.  In other words, Javanese also has several varieties.

When groups of speakers speak differently in one language they may speak different dialects of the language. The dialects people speak may shows the regional dialect or social dialect of the speakers. The regional dialect is the distinct form of a language spoken in a certain geographical area. Meanwhile, the social dialect is the distinct form of a language spoken by members of a specific socioeconomic class such as working class. 

Every region around Central Java may have its own pronunciations and word choices that may not be found in other places. Generally, based on the geographical locations there are some regions that have similarities that can be grouped into four, they are:

1. The regions along the Northern Coast like Semarang, Rembang, Pati, Kudus, Jepara, etc.

2. Regions around Banyumas like Kebumen, Purwokerto, Gombong, Pemalang, and Tegal.

3. The regions around the mountainous area like Temanggung, Dieng, Wonosobo, etc.

4. Javanese around Jogjakarta and Solo regions.


Those regions are grouped as above, since the dialect in every region found in one group may not be the same, but they may be similar to one another. The groups may show the classifications of social dialects, for example, the regions in the first group can be considered as the coastal societies. While the third group may be consist of mostly people who live in rural societies. Whereas, the last group is the people which are familiar and famous of they’re royal societies.

In order to discus further about the Javanese speakers in these groups, the writer has chosen the respondents from four different regions to represent the different dialects found in Central Java. The expression taken from the respondents are selected according to the different word used to express the same meaning among them.

The writer would like to present some expressions found in four regions to represent the four groups explained before. Those regions are Tegal, Rembang, Temanggung, and Jojyakarta. 

There are some expressions taken from the four regions can be found in Table 1. Those expression will show that they different vocabulary items to express the same meaning in their daily communication. That is why sometimes there are miscommunication or funny responses expressed by the communication participants when they hear strange words spoken by the speaker of different dialects.
Table 1 : Some Javanese dialects found around Central Java regions

DIFFERENCES IN PRONUNCIATIONS



Some words in Table 1 are different in their pronunciations. Clark (1985: 494) classified two kinds of pronunciations differences among dialects, they are:

1. A totally patterned difference is one in which the sound behaves consistently in a particular situation.

2. A partially patterned difference that occur where the partially patterned sound is not consistent throughout the dialect.
In discussing about some Javanese dialects presented in this paper, from those two kinds of classifications of pronunciations differences, there is no one of them, which has the totally patterned difference from the others. Though we may find one dialect has a certain kind of characteristics that make it sounds different from the others, it is only partially patterned. For example, to express the word spread out people from Tegal says /mblædêr/, people from Rembang says /mbla:dêr/, Jogjanese says / mblêdêr/, while people in Temanggung do not have specific word for it.

There is a generalization to the two dialects of Tegal and Jogjakarta regions that Tegal has a lot of words using sound of sharp /(/ like langka, aja /(j(/, ana /(n(/, mana /m(n(/, iya /ij(/,etc,  while Jogjanese words has a lot of sound /(/ or /(/ ana/(n(/, aja /(dj(/, ndana /nd(n(/, ho-oh /h( - (h/. But, once again these generalizations do not mean that there is the totally patterned difference from the others. This is so, because Tegal dialect also has words with sound /(/ or /(/ like number 3, 26, 27, and 29 of Table 1,.while Yogyanese dialect also has words with sound of sharp /(/ like number 9, 24, and 26 of Table 1.
DIFFERENCES IN VOCABULARY



It is common knowledge that certain words that we speak may indicate where we are from. It can be found in the four regions about their choice of words that may be different from one another to express the same thing. The Table 2 contains the words taken from Table 1 which are considered to be different a lot from the others.

TABLE 2. Differences In Vocabulary

	TEGAL
	REMBANG
	TEMANGGUNG
	JOGJAKARTA

	Mba
	Lesu
	Pil
	Awit

	Pan
	Ruh
	Gigal
	Ndono

	Manjing
	Nggawek
	Arak
	Ndéné

	Miki
	Ndungu
	Mening
	Embuh

	Langka
	
	Samaré
	Nggolekki

	Inyong
	
	Nggranggaw
	Wangun

	Manjing
	
	
	Ngelak

	Landhung
	
	
	Ho-oh




The different choice of words spoken by two speakers of two different Javanese dialects may be pronounced and spelled different to the other, they may understand each other to permit mutual intelligibility, because actually they are talking with the same language, that is Javanese.

GRAMMATICAL DIFFERENCE

The pronunciation and vocabulary to express the same thing or idea may be different among the dialects. But the syntactical rules of those dialects are similar or the same to each other, because they are still in the same language. So there is no grammatical difference among Javanese dialects. From Table 3 we can see that varieties in expressing the same meaning can be formed in the same grammatical constructions with different dialects.

TABLE 3. Grammatical Difference

	TEGAL
	REMBANG
	TEMANGGUNG
	YOGYAKARTA
	MEANING

	Inyong pan balik maring Tegal.
	Aku arep muleh nyang Rembang.
	Aku arak bali nyang Temanggung.
	Aku arep bali/mulih neng Jogja.
	I’m going back to my hometown.

	Mana mene padha bae.
	Rono rene podho wae.
	Rono rene podho wae.
	Ndono ndene podho wae.
	Here or there, it’s the same.

	Wis mbayar, ora’ bisa njagong.
	Wis mbayar, ora isa linggeh.
	Wis mbayar, ora isa lungguh /njagong.
	Wis mbayar, ora isa lingguh.
	Already paid but got no seat.


STANDARD JAVANESE

In linguistic terms there is no one dialect of a language is any more correct, any better, or any more logical than any other dialect of the language: all dialects are equally effective forms of language, in that any idea can be expressed just as easily in any other dialect. The dialect of a language can be considered as the standard or pure form of the language as it is used in public media, formal functions, or used in schools as the media or the source of information and knowledge.

So far there is no source of information that decides about the standard Javanese. But, from this discussion we can try to consider the standard Javanese or at least try to find a closely standard language. 

Javanese language is used not only in daily informal communication, but it can also be found in the local magazine like “Penjebar Semangat” and “Djoko Lodhang” , besides Javanese language may also be used in the formal ceremonial events and also cultural performances. Moreover, Javanese language is also taken as a school subject given to students of elementary school and Junior High school. In those fields of Javanese language use, the dialects or group of dialects which are mostly used there is similar to the dialect found around Jogjakarta and Solo regions. This is so, as the dialects can be found in those fields.
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