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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to answer the statement of the problems: (1) what kind of point of view is 

used in the movie entitled “The Princess Bride”, (2) What kind of focalization is used in “The 

Princess Bride movie”, (3) How does the narrator know everything regarding the story. The 

researcher uses theory by Genette (1980) and the researcher uses qualitative method. The 

result of the analysis showed that: (1) this movie uses third-person perspective in the movie 

because the narrator uses nominative form and accusative form in the movie, (2) the 

researcher found that the narrator as omniscient narrator, this is indicated that this movie used 

zero focalization because the narrator knows everything regarding in the movie such as the 

main character feelings and activities in the movie and the narrator also knows the minor 

character feelings, past, and activities in the movie. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Everyone loves telling the stories, everyone has stories. Everyone can relate life to a 

story. That is why is important to know about narratives. According to many writers such as 

Heikkinen (2002:60) said "In Latin, the noun narrative means a narrative or a story, and the 

verb narrare to tell or narrate". Narrative is a type of text that tells a fiction story or an 

imaginary story for the purpose of entertaining. As an imaginary narrative text, it is only a 

story of the imagination of a person or group of people whose truth has never been proven. 

Film may be considered as „narrative‟ because almost all films use a narrative structure. 

A narrative film is defined as a film that tells a story. Films came into being approximately in 

the late 19th century. They have important roles in our lives to get new ideas and teach 

lessons about the past and the future. Movies (film) have several styles, but mostly employ 

narratives. 

A movie like The Princess Bride is an example of a narrative film, because it is driven by 

a story that has a certain structure. Almost all narrative films that the researcher has watched 

have the same structure as the movie The Princess Bride. Meanwhile, what is good about this 

movie is that it has met the criteria of a good narrative. It starts off by introducing characters 

like Buttercup, Wesley, and Prince Humperdinck. And then the character‟s experience and 

conflicts along with challenges to overcome. And at the end of the film the problem is 
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resolved. When we talk about narrative film, we also have to talk about the narrator because 

the narrative film needs a narrator to help convey the story. 

When we talk about narrative, we also talk about point of view. The point of view is a 

perspective about something, which shows us the opinions or feelings of the individuals 

involved in a situation. In literature, the point of view is the narrative style that the author 

uses to let the reader "hear" and "see" what is happening in a story, poem, or essay. The point 

of view is important in stories because it helps the reader understand the character's feelings 

and actions. 

According to Larison (2020) the point of view is divided into three parts, namely first 

person perspective, second person perspective, and third person perspective. First person 

perspective involves using one of the two pronouns "I" or "we". The second person used the 

pronoun "you." The third person used pronouns such as "he", "she", "it", "they", or names on 

the story. 

According to Niederhoff (2013), Gerrad Genette is the one of the literary theorists who 

restructured the concept of perspective or point of view and introduced the term „focalization‟ 

in his book entitled narrative discourse. Genette published a book entitled narrative discourse 

for the first time in 1972 in French and then translated into English in 1980.  

The important point of Genette's theory is that focalization invites the narrator to convey 

information from the story so that readers and listeners do not only focus on what the narrator 

is talking about but also see the narrator's perspective. Focalization Genette (1980) is divided 

into three parts, namely: zero focalization (narrator knows more than a character in the story), 

internal focalization (narrator knows what narrator knows), external focalization (narrator 

knows less than character).  

This research focus on analyzed the point of view and focalization which uses Genette 

(1980) theory. There are three statement of problem in this thesis as follow: 

1) What kind of focalization is used in “The Princess Bride”? 

2) How does the narrator knows everything regarding the story? 

 

2. THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK 

According to Larison (2020) discussed their research entitled:”What is a point of view”. 

The point of view is divided into three parts, namely first- person perspective, second-person 

perspective, and third-person perspective. First-person perspective involves using one of the 
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two pronouns "I" or "we". The second-person used the pronoun "you." The third-person used 

pronouns such as "he", "she", "it", "they", or names on the story. 

First-person perspective involves using one of the two pronouns "I" or "we". It is 

meaning that we are seeing events through the eyes of the character telling the story. The 

second-person used the pronoun "you", at the second-person, the narrator is speaking to you. 

This isn't very common in fiction unless the narrator is trying to talk to the reader personally. 

And then the second-person point of view mostly in poems, speeches, instructional writing, 

and persuasive articles. The third-person used pronouns such as "he", "she", "it", "they", or 

names on the story. Narrator is describing what's seen but as the audience. If the narrator is a 

character in the story, then we are reading what he or she observes as the story unfolds. 

The important point of Genette's theory is that focalization invites the narrator to 

convey information from the story so that readers and listeners do not only focus on what the 

narrator is talking about but also see the narrator's perspective. Focalization Genette (1980) is 

divided into three parts, namely: zero focalization, internal focalization, and external 

focalization. Zero focalization is narrator knows more than a character in the story. He knows 

the setting of place, time, and even knows the feelings of the characters. This is also called 

“omniscient narrator”. Internal focalization is narrator knows what narrator knows. The 

narrator can only see the contents of his own thoughts but cannot know the thoughts of other 

characters. External focalization is narrator knows less than character. 

3. METHOD 

This study is analyzed the narrative element these are point of view and focalization. The 

focalization used Genette (1980). The researcher watched the movie, and then the researcher 

focus on the narrator‟s utterance, and then the researcher analyze the narrator‟s part of the 

movie script, and then separate the narrator‟s utterance which where analyze to find out point 

of view and focalization in the movie. 

 

4. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

4.1 Focalization in The Princess Bride Movie 

In this scene, Westley said goodbye to Buttercup to leave him to a foreign country to 

change his fate and, promised to return and, marry her. 

"It was a very emotional time for Buttercup." (00:04:32,230 --> 00:04:35,399) 

The research found that the narrator is an omniscient narrator in this scene. The 
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narrator describes the feeling of Princess Buttercup. The utterance "It was a very emotional 

time for Buttercup” indicated that the narrator knows about the sad feeling of the main 

character in the movie. In this utterance "It was a very emotional time for Buttercup” the 

narrator wants to describe Princess Buttercup as deeply saddened by the person she loves so 

much that she is very worried that something bad will happen to Westley. From this scene, 

we can know the narrator used zero focalization because the narrator knows the feeling of the 

main character in the movie. 

4.2 How does the narrator knows everything regarding the story 

The researcher found that the narrator knows about the setting place in the story. The 

first utterance will explain the narrator knows the setting place in the story can be shows in 

this utterance. 

"Buttercup was raised on a small far in the country of Florin."(00:02:21,975 --> 

00:02:26,145) 

In this utterance the narrator knows about the name of the place in the story (Florin) and 

the narrator also knows the name of people who lived in that place (Princess Buttercup). 

5. CONCLUSION 

The researcher found that the narrator used a third-person perspective in The Princess 

Bride movie. The researcher found that the narrator mentioned name of the character in the 

movie and the narrator also uses nominative form and accusative form in the movie. This is 

indicated that the narrator used a third-person perspective in the movie.  

The next conclusion is about what type of focalization is used in The Princess Bride 

movie. The researcher found that the narrator is an omniscient narrator in this movie. The 

omniscient narrator is a narrator who knows everything in the story. The researcher found 

that the narrator knows the main character‟s feelings and activities in the movie. And the 

narrator also knows the minor character‟s feeling, past, and activities of the minor character 

in the movie. This is indicated that The Princess Bride movie used zero focalization because 

the narrator knows more than the character in the movie. 
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