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Abstract 

This study aims to explain the comparison of the use of photographic metaphors as a means of 

preserving memories in the lyrics of the song "Monokrom" by Tulus and "Photograph" by Ed 

Sheeran using a comparative literary approach. The methodology applied is descriptive 

qualitative, employing content analysis as well as heuristic and hermeneutic readings to 

uncover the hidden meanings within the lyrics. The findings of this study indicate that both 

songs generally use photographic metaphors as a means to combat forgetting and slow down 

time to preserve emotional memories. Nevertheless, there are clear differences in the emotional 

functions and cultural nuances underlying the two works. In the song "Monokrom," 

photographic metaphors such as "black-and-white photo sheets" possess a retrospective and 

collective character, highlighting feelings of gratitude, appreciation, and self-reflection 

regarding shared life experiences with others. On the other hand, the song "Photograph" utilizes 

metaphors like "frozen still," which reflect a prospective and individual nature, serving as a 

protective mechanism to shield a romantic relationship from the threats of distance and time. 

This difference reflects Indonesia’s cultural background, which places greater emphasis on 

togetherness, in contrast to Western culture, which focuses more on personal experience. This 

analysis also underscores the importance of intermediality, where visual media (photographs) 

are translated into poetic language that provides a multisensory experience for the listener. The 

conclusion of this study indicates that while memory is a shared human experience, its 

expression through metaphors is grounded in the cultural context and emotional needs of its 

creators.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Comparative literature is a discipline within the field of literature that focuses on the 

comparative study of two or more literary works from diverse cultural backgrounds, languages, 

or countries (Mayasari, 2016). The primary goal of comparative literature is to identify 

similarities, differences, and connections in meaning that transcend cultural and geographical 

boundaries. With this approach, literary works are viewed not merely as standalone products 

but as part of an interconnected global network. This approach moves beyond the traditional 

view that regarded literature as a “universal force of civilization” devoid of historical context, 

and instead focuses on how texts are disseminated, translated, and received within different 
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cultures (Wang, 2010). A metaphor is a form of figurative language used to convey meaning 

indirectly through an embedded comparison (Rashidini, 2015). In a metaphor, an idea or 

concept is explained using another idea that shares certain similarities, making the resulting 

meaning more vivid and imaginative (Davidson, 1978). A metaphor is the use of words not in 

their literal sense, but as a figurative expression based on similarities in nature or character 

(Ortony, 1979). In literary works, metaphors play a crucial role in giving concrete form to 

abstract ideas, such as emotions, memories, and inner experiences. Through metaphors, the 

intangible can be visualized in poetic form, allowing readers or listeners to grasp the depth of 

meaning intended (Keraf, 2009). 

In a literary context, photography is not merely understood as a method or means of 

creating images, but also as a symbol with philosophical significance (Ajidarma, 2003). 

Photographs are often regarded as representations of humanity’s efforts to capture and preserve 

memories of the past. In the world of literature, photography functions as a metaphor reflecting 

the human desire to “freeze” time and preserve the existence of a person or an event in memory. 

Visual memory refers to the human ability to recall past experiences through visual 

stimuli, such as images or photographs (Elita, 2004). In literary studies, visual memory often 

emerges through vivid descriptions, allowing readers to clearly reimagine an event. Literary 

works possess the ability to transform real objects into symbols with profound meaning. In this 

context, photographs serve to revive memories that may have faded. Visual memory is also 

closely linked to emotion, as what is recalled through visuals is often associated with strong 

feelings (Kuhn, 2007). 

Song lyrics are a form of literary expression that combines poetic language with musical 

elements (Tatit, 2016). Although conveyed through music, song lyrics share characteristics 

with poetry, such as word choice, figures of speech, imagery, and rhythmic patterns. Sapardi 

Djoko Damono argues that song lyrics can be analyzed as literary works because they are 

capable of reflecting human experience in an aesthetic and symbolic manner. Song lyrics often 

serve as a medium for expressing deep emotions, such as love, longing, and loss, in a more 

emotional and communicative manner. In the context of modern literary studies, song lyrics 

also reflect the cultural and psychological dynamics of society, making them a relevant subject 

of research for understanding the relationship between language, emotion, and human 

experience (Widawati, 2014). Literary works, in their development, are no longer limited to 

conventional written texts such as novels or printed poetry but have expanded into the 

dimension of intermediality through song lyrics (Moser, 2007). Universally, song lyrics 

function as a cultural mirror that captures human psychological dynamics, including how 

humans manage memory and emotion (Damono, 2009: 12). In the context of the globalization 

of popular music, universal themes such as separation and memories often emerge with similar 

patterns of analogy despite originating from different geopolitical and linguistic backgrounds. 

The development of the literary world in the modern era reflects an increasing diversity 

in forms and mediums of expression. Whereas in the past literature was often associated with 

written works such as poetry, novels, and plays, it has now expanded into various other 

mediums, one of which is song lyrics. Song lyrics are now not only considered a 

complementary element of music but also a vehicle for poetic expression capable of reflecting 

human emotional experiences with great depth. In this regard, song lyrics serve as a vessel for 

complex emotional expression, ranging from joy to sorrow and profound memories.  
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Research conducted by Rashidini (2015) explored metaphors in a collection of 

traditional Malay texts. This study demonstrated how metaphors are used to describe abstract 

concepts, such as feelings, through specific symbols. However, the focus of this study remains 

on traditional texts and has not yet addressed contemporary literary developments such as 

modern song lyrics, particularly in the era of cultural globalization that blends works from 

diverse linguistic and national backgrounds. This indicates that the boundaries between 

literature and other arts are becoming increasingly blurred, thereby opening opportunities for 

broader interdisciplinary research. 

One of the recurring themes in literary works, including song lyrics, is memory and 

recollection. Memory plays a vital role in human life because it serves as a bridge between the 

past and the present (Wilson & Ross, 2003). Through memory, a person can reconstruct past 

experiences while giving meaning to their identity. In many literary works, memory is often 

conveyed through specific symbols or metaphors that help readers and listeners understand 

these abstract experiences. One of the most powerful symbols for depicting memory is 

photography. 

Photography, as a product of visual technology, possesses a unique ability to capture 

and preserve moments in the form of images (Keightley & Pickering, 2014). In daily life, 

photographs are often used as a means of documentation, whether to preserve personal 

memories or significant events. However, in a literary context, photography is not merely 

viewed as a physical object but also as a symbol carrying profound philosophical meaning. 

Photographs represent humanity’s attempt to “freeze” time, to remember the presence of 

someone who has departed, and to challenge the limitations of fleeting memory. Thus, 

photography in literary works functions as a metaphorical medium that combines the 

dimensions of time, emotion, and human existence. 

The use of photographic metaphors in song lyrics is an intriguing subject for research, 

particularly in the context of cultural globalization. In today’s digital age, popular music has 

become one of the fastest channels for spreading cultural ideas and values across nations. The 

themes addressed in song lyrics are often universal, allowing them to resonate with diverse 

communities worldwide. However, while the themes may be similar, the methods of expression 

and the interpretation of symbols can vary depending on the cultural background of each 

creator. Therefore, an approach is needed to systematically analyze these similarities and 

differences, one of which is comparative literary studies. 

Comparative literary studies provide researchers with the opportunity to understand 

how two works from different cultural backgrounds can share the same themes while 

demonstrating differences in their presentation. In this analysis, comparisons are made not only 

regarding textual aspects but also regarding the contextual factors underlying the creation of 

the works (Wodak, 2011). Thus, comparative literature not only reveals the relationships 

between these works but also provides deeper insights into the cultural dynamics that influence 

a writer’s or songwriter’s creative process. 

In this study, the two songs analyzed are “Monokrom” by Tulus and “Photograph” by 

Ed Sheeran. These two songs were selected because they both explore the theme of memories 
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and use photographic metaphors as the primary means of conveying an emotional message. 

Although they originate from different cultures Indonesian and Western these two works 

demonstrate similarities in their perspectives on photographs as symbols of memory. This study 

is worth conducting to understand to what extent these similarities reflect universal human 

experiences and how cultural differences can influence perspectives on the symbol of 

photography. 

Tulus’s song “Monokrom” creates a reflective atmosphere through its use of simple yet 

meaningful lyrics. In this song, photographs are portrayed as representations of memories that 

hold various precious moments in life, such as time spent with loved ones. The use of 

photographic metaphors in “Monokrom” emphasizes revisiting the past with feelings of 

gratitude and appreciation. Photos serve not only as reminders but also as a way to express 

gratitude for the life experiences that have shaped a person. In contrast, Ed Sheeran’s song 

“Photograph” offers a somewhat different perspective. In this song, a photograph is depicted 

as a repository of love and memories threatened by distance and time. The photographic 

metaphor in “Photograph” highlights the aspect of protection, where the photograph serves as 

a means to keep emotional bonds alive despite physical separation. The tone is more 

melancholic and personal, reflecting the protagonist’s effort to preserve memories amidst 

uncertainty. 

The differences in these approaches demonstrate that although both songs use a similar 

symbol photography, the meanings they convey can vary depending on the cultural context and 

personal experiences underlying them. In Indonesian culture, which tends to prioritize 

collectivism, memories are typically associated with interpersonal relationships and a sense of 

togetherness; thus, the metaphor of photography is used to express gratitude toward others. On 

the other hand, in Western culture, which places greater emphasis on individualism, memories 

are often viewed as personal experiences that need to be protected on an individual basis, 

making photography a symbol for safeguarding those emotions. 

Furthermore, the concept of visual memory is also a key element in understanding the 

application of the photography metaphor in song lyrics. Visual memory is an individual’s 

ability to recall experiences through visual stimuli (Wheeler et al., 2000). Images possess the 

power to revive past moments in a more vivid way than memories expressed verbally. 

Therefore, in song lyrics, the selection of strong visual imagery can foster a more intense 

emotional experience for the listener. 

This study is highly relevant because it examines a phenomenon that is not only related 

to aesthetic aspects but also encompasses psychological and cultural elements. By analyzing 

the metaphors found in photographs through song lyrics, this study seeks to uncover how 

humans perceive memories and how cultural influences shape that process. Furthermore, this 

study also contributes to the development of the field of comparative literature, particularly in 

recognizing song lyrics as a legitimate and significant form of literary work worthy of analysis. 

Amid rapid advances in digital technology, photography has become an integral part of 

human life. It is now easier for everyone to take and save images, resulting in an increasingly 

strong connection between humans and visual memory. In this context, the study of 

photographic metaphors in song lyrics has become increasingly relevant, as it reflects the 

conditions of modern life, which is heavily dependent on visual media. Therefore, this study 
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aims not only to compare two works from different cultural backgrounds but also to understand 

how photographic symbols are used as a means to express universal human experiences. 

Through a comparative literary approach, this study is expected to provide deeper insights into 

the relationship between language, culture, and emotion in literature, particularly in song lyrics. 

Finally, this study confirms that song lyrics are not merely a form of entertainment, but 

also a form of artistic expression with aesthetic value and profound meaning. By employing 

photographic metaphors, song lyrics can convey complex and poignant emotional experiences, 

demonstrating that memories are an integral part of human life. Therefore, a comparative 

analysis of the lyrics of “Monokrom” and “Photograph” is essential to uncover how two works 

from different cultural backgrounds can connect in understanding universal human 

experiences, while simultaneously highlighting their respective uniqueness in conveying these 

experiences. 

Based on the background outlined above, the research question in this study is: What 

are the similarities and differences in the use of photographic metaphors as a medium for 

preserving memory in the lyrics of “Monokrom” by Tulus and “Photograph” by Ed Sheeran? 

The objective of this study is to describe the comparative use of photographic metaphors as a 

medium for preserving memory in the lyrics of the song “Monokrom” by Tulus and 

“Photograph” by Ed Sheeran through a comparative literary approach. This study is expected 

to provide theoretical benefits for the development of Comparative Literature, particularly in 

examining song lyrics as formal objects of intermediality. In practical terms, this study offers 

insights to academics and the general public regarding the therapeutic function of song lyrics 

in managing personal and collective memory. 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

1. Comparative Literature 

Comparative literature is a branch of scholarship that studies the relationships, 

similarities, and differences between two or more literary works originating from different 

cultures, languages, or countries. According to Susan Bassnett (1993), comparative 

literature does not merely focus on textual comparisons but also takes into account elements 

of intertextuality, cultural impact, and the social context underlying the works. 

On the other hand, (Damono, 2009) argues that comparative literature aims to understand 

how a literary work depicts universal human experiences, even though they are presented in 

diverse forms. Therefore, comparative literature allows researchers to identify patterns of 

thematic similarities such as love, loss, and memory that transcend geographical boundaries. 

2. The Theory of Metaphor 

Metaphors are a crucial figure of speech in literature. Gorys Keraf (2009: 139) states 

that metaphors involve the use of words or phrases that are not interpreted literally, but rather 

as indirect comparisons based on certain similarities. Metaphors serve several purposes, 

namely: 

a. To beautify language (aesthetic function) 
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b. To make abstract concepts more tangible 

c. To enhance the expression of feelings 

In song lyrics, metaphors are typically used to describe emotional experiences that are 

difficult to explain with direct words. For example, a photograph is not only seen as a physical 

object but also as a symbol of memories, time, and eternity. In this study, metaphors related to 

photography are examined as a symbolic means of representing human memory and emotions. 

Song lyrics use photographs as a tool to “freeze time” and preserve a person’s presence in 

memory. 

3. Theories of Memory and Visual Memory 

Memory is the human ability to store, recall, and reconstruct past experiences. In 

literary analysis, memory is often linked to specific symbols or objects that can trigger 

recollections (Elita, 2004). 

The concept of visual memory refers to memories triggered by visual representations, 

such as images or photographs. Photographs possess the power to revive past moments in a 

more vivid way than verbal memories. From a literary perspective, photographs serve not only 

as documentation but also as: 

a. An archive of emotions 

b. A representation of a presence that has departed 

c. A tool to combat forgetting 

This aligns with the view of René Wellek and Austin Warren (1995), who state that 

literary works often transform material objects into metaphysical symbols rich in meaning. In 

this study, visual memory serves as the central concept for understanding how photography in 

song lyrics functions as a means of preserving human emotions. 

4. Song Lyrics as Literary Works 

Song lyrics are a form of contemporary literature that combines poetic language with 

musical elements. In addition to complementing the music, lyrics also serve as a means of 

expressing human emotions, ideas, and experiences. According to Sapardi Djoko Damono, 

song lyrics can be viewed as poetry because they contain elements such as word choice, 

imagery, style, and rhythm. From this perspective, song lyrics have the capacity to function as: 

a. A medium for cultural reflection 

b. A tool for emotional expression 

c. A form of symbolic communication 
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The lyrics of the songs “Monokrom” and “Photograph” demonstrate the use of poetic 

language in creating very strong visual imagery, particularly through the use of photographic 

metaphors. This indicates that song lyrics can be analyzed in depth using a literary approach. 

5. The Theory of Intermediality 

Intermediality is a term that describes the interconnection between media in the arts. In 

this context, song lyrics represent a combination of literature (text) and music (audio) (Barska, 

2016). Photography, as a visual medium, plays a role in song lyrics as an example of 

intermediality, where: 

a. Visual media (photos) are transformed into verbal language 

b. Visual images are conveyed through words 

This approach helps us understand how song lyrics can create an experience that engages 

multiple senses for the listener, even though they use only words. 

METHODOLOGY 

This study adopts a qualitative method with a descriptive approach. The qualitative 

approach was chosen because this study aims to understand the meaning, symbols, and 

interpretations of song lyrics, which are the subject of literary analysis. Qualitative research 

focuses on comprehensively understanding phenomena by describing them using words and 

language within a specific, natural context (Ennis, 2016). In this study, the phenomenon in 

question is the use of photographic metaphors as a means of preserving memory in song lyrics. 

A descriptive approach is employed to systematically and factually explain the 

characteristics of photographic metaphors in the two analyzed lyrics. This study does not aim 

to test hypotheses but rather to uncover the meanings present in the text through in-depth 

interpretation. This information is obtained through heuristic and hermeneutic reading methods 

as well as content analysis of the lyrics, which allows the researcher to identify the deep 

structure within the song lyrics, particularly those related to photographic metaphors. 

In addition, this study employs a comparative literature approach as its primary 

analytical framework. This approach allows the researcher to compare two literary works from 

different cultural backgrounds to identify similarities and differences in the use of metaphors. 

In this study, comparative literature serves not only as a method of comparison but also as a 

tool for understanding how cultural context influences the construction of meaning in song 

lyrics. 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  

Based on a study of the lyrics to the songs “Monokrom” by Tulus and “Photograph” by 

Ed Sheeran, several findings indicate the use of photographic metaphors as a means of 

preserving memories. These findings were obtained through heuristic and hermeneutic reading 

methods, as well as content analysis of the lyrics. 
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Identifying Metaphors in “Monokrom” 

The lyrics of the song “Monokrom” clearly demonstrate the use of photographic 

metaphors with phrases such as “black-and-white photo sheets.” This expression forms the core 

meaning of the entire song as it symbolizes past memories stored in one’s mind. 

The term “sheet” lends a concrete feel and a tactile quality to the photographic object, 

as if memories could be physically felt and brought back to life. Meanwhile, the phrase “black 

and white” carries a figurative meaning that points to simplicity, purity, and a sense of 

nostalgia. The black-and-white color scheme also reflects the limitations of human memory, 

which can no longer perfectly recall color details. 

In addition, there is a tendency to use photographic metaphors as a tool for self-

reflection. Photographs serve not only as an archive of the past but also as a way to understand 

one’s identity and life journey. Therefore, the photographic metaphors in this song have a 

retrospective nature, inviting the lyrical subject to reflect on the past with a more mature 

perspective. 

Identifying Metaphors in “Photograph” 

In the song “Photograph,” photographic metaphors are evident in phrases such as “keep 

this love in a photograph” and “time’s forever frozen still.” These phrases suggest that 

photographs are seen as a place to preserve emotions that are eternal. The use of the word 

“keep” indicates an active act of preserving or protecting memories. This suggests that memory 

is not passive but requires effort to maintain. Meanwhile, the phrase “frozen still” depicts a 

frozen moment in time, where a specific moment remains unchanged. The metaphors in this 

song also serve a protective function. Photographs act as a “safe haven” for the lyrical subject 

to preserve a love that cannot be sustained in the real world. In other words, photographs 

become a defense mechanism against feelings of loss and distance. 

1. Similarities in the Use of Metaphors in Both Songs 

Analysis reveals several fundamental similarities in the use of photographic metaphors 

in both songs. 

1) Both songs view photography as a tool to combat forgetting. In this context, the 

photograph serves as a means to “preserve” moments so they are not erased by time. In 

“Monokrom” and “Photograph,” memories are not allowed to fade but are preserved in 

a visual form that can be recalled. 

2) Both songs utilize strong visual imagery to stimulate the listener’s imagination. 

Photographic metaphors allow listeners to “revisit” the memories expressed in the 

lyrics. This aligns with the concept of visual memory, where past experiences can be 

revived through visual stimuli. 

3) There is a close connection between memory and emotion in both songs. A photograph 

not only captures an event but also the emotions associated with that event. In this 

context, the photographic metaphor serves as a bridge between past experiences and 

emotions that still exist in the present. 
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4) From the perspective of metaphor theory, photography in both songs functions as a 

“vehicle” that conveys the “tenor” meanings of memory, love, and emotional 

experiences. This demonstrates that the metaphor of photography plays a complex 

symbolic role not merely as a linguistic comparison, but also as a conceptual tool for 

understanding human emotional reality. 

The metaphors present in the photography of both songs illustrate that images are not 

merely viewed as physical objects but also as symbols carrying profound meaning to capture 

moments. Within the context of metaphor theory, photographs act as a “vehicle” conveying the 

“tenor” meaning encompassing memory and affection. 

In the song “Monokrom,” images serve as a way to remember the past with gratitude. The 

speaker in the lyrics does not attempt to change or preserve the time that has passed, but instead 

accepts and cherishes it as part of who they are. This demonstrates that the photographic 

metaphor functions as a tool for positive reflection. 

On the other hand, in the song “Photograph,” a photograph is used as a means of preserving 

something that can no longer be reached in the present reality. This metaphor illustrates the 

human desire to resist change and loss. Therefore, the photograph serves as a symbol of 

resilience against the passage of time. Both songs demonstrate that memory and emotion are 

intertwined. A photograph serves as a bridge between past experiences and feelings that still 

exist today. 

In “Monokrom,” the strongest emotion is gratitude. Memories are considered valuable 

despite their imperfections. This reflects a more balanced and mature emotional approach. 

Conversely, in “Photograph,” the dominant emotions are longing and sadness. The photograph 

is used as a remedy to cope with a sense of loss. This suggests that the metaphor of photography 

can serve as a way to navigate difficult emotional situations. 

2. Differences in the Meaning of Metaphors in the Two Songs 

Although there are similarities, these two songs reveal quite clear differences in their 

interpretation of photographic metaphors. 

Table 1. Comparison of Metaphor Characteristics 

Comparison Element  Monokrom (Tulus)  Photograph (Ed Sheeran) 

Metaphor Object  Black-and-white photo  Photo in a necklace/pocket 

Emotional Function  Appreciation/Gratitude  Defense against Distance 

Cultural Nuance  Collective-Retrospective  Individual-Prospective 

This table presents three main elements of comparison: the metaphorical object, 

emotional function, and cultural nuance. These three elements serve as significant indicators 

for understanding how photographic metaphors function in different song lyrics. 

1. Metaphorical Object 
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In this aspect, the table illustrates the tangible differences in the forms of photographic 

metaphors found in both songs. In the song “Monokrom,” the use of photographic metaphors 

is reflective and contemplative. Memories are viewed as part of life’s journey that must be 

accepted and appreciated. Images are not intended to preserve the past, but rather to understand 

and value the experiences that have shaped one’s identity. This approach reflects a mature 

emotional attitude, where the lyrical protagonist is not trapped in painful memories but is able 

to view the past as a source of learning. Thus, the photographic metaphors in “Monokrom” 

serve a reconciliatory function, helping the individual make peace with the past. 

On the other hand, in the song “Photograph,” the use of photographic metaphors is forward-

looking and defensive. Images are used as a means of preserving an emotional connection 

threatened by distance and time. Memories are not merely recalled but also “preserved” to keep 

them alive. This approach reflects a fear of loss, so that photographs serve as a way to protect 

emotions. In this context, the photographic metaphor has a defensive function: to shield the 

individual from feelings of loss and separation. This distinction demonstrates that the same 

metaphor can carry different meanings depending on the underlying emotional context. 

2. Emotional Function 

This aspect describes how photographic metaphors are used to convey emotions in each 

song. The differing meanings of these metaphors are also reflected in the emotional roles each 

song plays. 

In the song “Monokrom,” the most prominent emotions are gratitude, appreciation, and 

acceptance. Memories are seen as precious, even if imperfect. Photographs serve as a tool to 

remember the people who have made an impact in one’s life, thereby fostering warm and 

reflective feelings. On the other hand, in “Photograph,” the strongest emotions are longing, 

sadness, and the desire to maintain a relationship. Photographs function as a symbol of love 

that cannot be expressed directly, thus serving as a substitute for physical presence. Therefore, 

it can be said that “Monokrom” offers calm and reflective emotions, while “Photograph” 

presents emotions full of dynamism and tension. 

3. Cultural Nuances 

This aspect is the most crucial component in comparative literary studies because it 

demonstrates how cultural context influences the use of metaphors. From a comparative literary 

perspective, the differences in the use of photographic metaphors in the two songs cannot be 

separated from the cultural backgrounds that underpin them. 

The song “Monokrom” depicts a collective culture focused on togetherness, social 

interaction, and reflection on the past. Memory here is not merely personal but also involves 

others, such as family and friends. Therefore, photographic metaphors are employed to 

represent shared experiences that shape individual identity. On the other hand, the song 

“Photograph” reflects an individualistic culture that places greater emphasis on personal 

experiences and intimate relationships between individuals. Memories are interpreted as 

something owned by each person and require protection from external interference. 
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This difference demonstrates that culture plays a significant role in shaping how a person 

understands and utilizes metaphors. In this context, the photographic metaphor functions not 

only as a tool for communication but also as a reflection of existing cultural values.  

Metaphor as a Form of Intermediality 

The analysis also reveals that the use of metaphors in both songs constitutes a form of 

intermediality that is, a combination of visual media (photography) and verbal media (song 

lyrics). In this context, the photograph, which functions as a visual object, is transformed into 

poetic language capable of creating an imaginative experience for the listener. Listeners not 

only grasp the meaning verbally but can also visualize the images contained within the lyrics. 

This intermediality enhances the expressive power of the song lyrics, as it provides a 

multisensory experience that simultaneously engages visual and emotional imagination. 

The Cathartic Function in Metaphors 

One significant finding in this study is the role of catharsis arising from the use of 

photographic metaphors in both songs. In “Monokrom,” catharsis is created through reflection 

and acceptance. The subject in the lyrics releases their feelings by recalling and cherishing past 

memories. This process results in a sense of relief and calm. On the other hand, in 

“Photograph,” catharsis emerges through the effort to preserve memories. The subject in the 

lyrics uses photographs as a tool to cope with sadness, allowing negative emotions to be 

managed more effectively. In other words, photographic metaphors serve not only as aesthetic 

elements but also as therapeutic tools in the management of human emotions. 

Overall, the analysis shows that both songs share similarities in using photographic 

metaphors as symbols of memory, but differ in how they interpret them. The song “Monokrom” 

views photography as a means of reflection that is nostalgic, collective, and filled with 

gratitude. On the other hand, “Photograph” regards photography as a tool for protection that is 

forward-looking, individual, and emotional. These differences suggest that while human 

experiences of memory are universal, their expression is heavily influenced by cultural context 

and emotional states. In other words, the metaphors in both songs not only convey meanings 

about memory but also reflect how humans understand time, relationships, and their own 

identities. 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the results of research and discussions regarding the comparison of 

photographic metaphors in the lyrics of “Monokrom” by Tulus and “Photograph” by Ed 

Sheeran, it can be concluded that both songs utilize photographic metaphors as a means of 

representing and preserving memories. Photographs serve not only as physical objects but also 

as symbols capable of “freezing” time and preserving human emotional experiences. 

Comparatively, this study found a fundamental similarity between the two songs, 

namely the use of strong visual imagery to create mental images of memory as well as a close 

connection between memories and emotions. In each song, photography serves as a tool to 

combat forgetting and preserve inner experiences, ensuring that memories remain even as 
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reality has changed. This demonstrates that the human experience of memory is universal, 

transcending cultural and geographical boundaries. 

However, there is a significant difference in the meaning and emotional function of the 

photographic metaphor in the two songs. In the song “Monokrom,” the photographic metaphor 

is retrospective and collective, focusing on reflections of the past with a sense of gratitude and 

appreciation for life experiences and social relationships. Photographs serve to understand 

one’s identity through memories that have been lived through. Meanwhile, in “Photograph,” 

the photographic metaphor is more prospective and individual, serving as a way to cope with 

distance and loss. Photographs are used as a safe haven to keep love and emotions alive amidst 

separation. 

This distinction demonstrates that cultural context has a significant impact on how one 

understands and employs metaphors. The collective culture present in “Monokrom” positions 

memories as part of a shared experience, whereas the individual culture in “Photograph” 

prioritizes personal experience as the core of emotion. Therefore, photographic metaphors 

function not only as aesthetic tools but also reflect the cultural values underpinning the creation 

of the work. 

Furthermore, this study also confirms that song lyrics can be viewed as a literary form 

with profound meaning and psychological functions. Through the metaphor of photography, 

song lyrics can serve as a tool for catharsis, enabling the expression, management, and 

processing of complex emotions. Whether through reflections filled with gratitude or efforts to 

preserve memories, these two songs demonstrate that art plays a vital role in human emotional 

life. 

Thus, this study contributes to the development of comparative literature studies, 

particularly in analyzing song lyrics as objects within the study of intermediality. This study 

also opens opportunities for further research to explore the use of other visual metaphors in 

modern literary works, especially in the context of cultural globalization and the advancement 

of digital media. It is hoped that such studies can deepen our understanding of the relationship 

between language, culture, and human experience in contemporary literature. 

 

REFERENCES 

Ajidarma, S. G. (2003). The Story of the Eye: Photography Between Two Subjects: A 

Conversation About Existence. Galangpress Group. 

Barska, J. (2016). How to Recognize a Literary Fugue When You See It? Literature in the 

Context of Intermediality, 123–126. https://doi.org/10.18178/ijlll.2016.2.3.80.  

Bassnett, S. (1993). Comparative Literature: A Critical Introduction. Oxford: Blackwell. 

Damono, S. D. (2009). Comparative Literature. Tangerang: Ciputat Press.  

https://www.unisbank.ac.id/ojs/index.php/fbib1/
https://doi.org/10.18178/ijlll.2016.2.3.80


Dinamika Bahasa dan Budaya:Jurnal pengembangan ilmu Bahasa dan Budaya             p-ISSN 14123363 

Available online at: https://www.unisbank.ac.id/ojs/index.php/fbib1/     e-ISSN 27212203 

Vol 21 No 2, June 2026 

 

66 

 

Davidson, D. (1978). What Is a Metaphor? Critical Inquiry, 5, 31–47. 

https://doi.org/10.1086/447971.  

Elita, F. M. (2004). Understanding Memory. Mediator: Journal of Communication, 5(1), 147–

160. 

Ennis, C. (2016). Routledge Handbook of Physical Education Pedagogies. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315743561.   

Keightley, E., & Pickering, M. (2014). Memory technologies: Practices of remembering in 

analog and digital photography. New Media & Society, 16, 576-593. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444814532062.  

Kuhn, A. (2007). Photography and cultural memory: A methodological exploration. Visual 

Studies, 22, 283–292. https://doi.org/10.1080/14725860701657175.   

Mayasari, G. H. (2016). Examining Comparative Literature Theory in the Book on 

Comparative Literature Research Methodology. Metasastra, 4(2), 208–2011. 

Moser, S. (2007). Modes of poetry reception: Reading lyrics versus listening to songs. Poetics, 

35, 277–300. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.poetic.2007.01.002.  

Ortony, A. (1979). Beyond Literal Similarity. Psychological Review, 86, 161–180. 

https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-295x.86.3.161.  

Rashidin, R. (2015). Metaphors of the concept of ANGER in a corpus of traditional Malay 

texts. Journal of Linguistics, 19(1).  

Tatit, L. (2016). The Art of Songwriting, 11–20. https://doi.org/10.11606/issn.2316-

9036.v0i111p11-20.  

Wang, N. (2010). The Crisis of Comparative Literature and the Emergence of World Literature. 

Comparative Literature: East & West, 12, 28–32. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/25723618.2010.12015385.  

Wellek, R., & Warren, A. (1995). Literary Theory (Trans. Melani Budianta). Jakarta: Gramedia 

Pustaka Utama. 

Wheeler, M., Petersen, S., & Buckner, R. (2000). Echoes of memory: vivid recall reactivates 

specific sensory cortices. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the 

United States of America, 97(20), 11125–9. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.97.20.11125.  

Widawati, R. (2014). Song Lyrics in Literature Teaching. , 428 . 

https://doi.org/10.17509/edutech.v13i2.3103.  

Wilson, A., & Ross, M. (2003). The identity function of autobiographical memory: Time is on 

our side. Memory, 11, 137-149. https://doi.org/10.1080/741938210.  

https://www.unisbank.ac.id/ojs/index.php/fbib1/
https://doi.org/10.1086/447971
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315743561
https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444814532062
https://doi.org/10.1080/14725860701657175
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.poetic.2007.01.002
https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-295x.86.3.161
https://doi.org/10.11606/issn.2316-9036.v0i111p11-20
https://doi.org/10.11606/issn.2316-9036.v0i111p11-20
https://doi.org/10.1080/25723618.2010.12015385
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.97.20.11125
https://doi.org/10.17509/edutech.v13i2.3103
https://doi.org/10.1080/741938210


Dinamika Bahasa dan Budaya:Jurnal pengembangan ilmu Bahasa dan Budaya             p-ISSN 14123363 

Available online at: https://www.unisbank.ac.id/ojs/index.php/fbib1/     e-ISSN 27212203 

Vol 21 No 2, June 2026 

 

67 

 

Wodak, R. (2011). Complex texts: Analyzing, understanding, explaining, and interpreting 

meaning. Discourse Studies, 13, 623–633. https://doi.org/10.1177/1461445611412745.  

 

https://www.unisbank.ac.id/ojs/index.php/fbib1/
https://doi.org/10.1177/1461445611412745

